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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report,  on  the  instruction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  is  made  more  with  a view  to  establishing  continuity, 
than  by  going  into  great  detail  as  to  the  general  condition 
of  the  district,  beyond  the  ordinary  sanitary  considerat ions . 
I begin,  as  directed,  with  the  Officers  of  the  Council. 

1.  Ric hard  Rothwell , Clerk  to  the  Council. 

2.  Scott  Purves,  M.B.C.M.,  M.D.Ed.,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

3.  Oswald  Mozart  Farrell,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  and  Sanitary 
Surveyor. 


CLIMATIC  CONDITIONS. 

” ■ ‘ For  a second  time  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
we  suffered  from  severe  cola,  but  beyond  a certain  deficiency 
of  sunshine  conditions  were"  not  adverse  to  agriculture. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Area  of  Alnwick  Rural  District  is  93,000 
acres  - 145*3  square  miles. 

The  Population  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  is  12,040. 

T he  numbe r of  Inhabited  Houses  is  3778. 

The  Rateable  Value  is' £51, 230. 

The  sum  represented  by’ a penny  rate  ie'M219« 

VITAL  STATISTICS.  ' 

For  the  following  figures  I take ‘the  population  to  be 

12,040  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General. 

.... 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  after  the  usual 
additions  and  subtractions  was "177,  which  whs  23  in  excess  of 
1940.  The  number  of  births  was  172,  an  increase  on  1940  of 
2b.  I have  had  no  return  of  transferable " births  during  1940. 

The  deaths  and  death  rate  and  the  births  and  birth  rate  are 
shown  on  the  following  table  for ‘ comparison ‘ the  same  figures  for 
1940  are  given. 

Births.  Births  rates,  Deaths.  Death  Rates. 

1940.  14b.  11.70  154.  12.34. 

1941.  172.  14:20  177:'  14.68, 

Again  the  death  rate  exceeds  the ‘birth  rate. 
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The  following'  teble  show's  the  ages  at  which  the 
deaths  occurred  and  for  comparison  the  figures  for  the  proceeding 
year  are  also  given. 
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These  figures  for  194,1  as  a whole  are  greater  than 
in  1940-  " The  infantile  death  rate  must  be  considered 
unsatisfactory,  but-  against  this,  the  old  age  mortality  is 
‘.’eater  and  in  sc  much’  better. 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE, 

As  shown  above  the  deaths  under  one  year  was  13  which 
is  greater  than  for  some  years  back.  This  gives  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  75*5  per  1,000  children  born.  The 
causes  of  death  urere  congenital  .debility  8,  pneumonia  1, 
Bronchitis  1,  cerebral  haemorrhage'  1,  Lymphatic  hyperplasia  1, 
and  septicaemia  from  a finger  1.  • 

' NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I will  first  deal  with  the  ordinary  infectious 
diseases  excluding  Tuberculosis  which  will  be  taken  later  in  the 
report.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  the  various 
infectious  diseases  and  also  the.  incidence  as  regards  the 
Sub-districts . 
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It  is  good  to  be  able  to  note  that  although 
there  occurred  82  cases  of  ordinary  infectious  disease 
there  was  only  a single  death  from  these  various  cases. 

As  is  usual  in  time  of. war  a few  cases  of  the  cerebrospinal 
type  have  appeared,  although  always  as  single  cases  one  of 
which  was  fatal.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  only 

three  cases  of  diphtheria  with  no  fatalities*  Most  of  the 
whooping  cough  occurred  in  the  Warkworth  Sub-district  and  most 
of  the  Measles  in  the  Embleton  Sub-district.  Of  the  six  cases 
of  Paratyphoid,  one  occurred  at  Boulmer  and  was  probably  due 
to  a sewer  outlet.  The  other  five  were  traced  to  a 
probable  source  in  the  town  of  Alnwick,  which  was  dealt,  with 
in  due  ^course..  Only  one  case  of  .puerperal  pyrexia  was 

notified  end  recovery  was  satisfactory. 

TUBERCULOSA  DISEASE. 

ft 

During  the  year  1941  there,  were  notified  in  the 
district  14  cases  of  tuberculosis  disease.  Of  these  11  were 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3 cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  There  were  3 deaths  from  tuberculosis  all 
being  pulmonary.  As  regards  the  sub-districts  the 
distribution  was  as  follows 


Not  if icat ions . 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary . 

Non-pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non- 

Pulmonary . 

Warkworth. 

7 . 

3 

1 

0 

Embleton. 

• " * 4 

0 

2 

0 

\ * 

NEW  CASES  OF 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISEASE 

AND 

MORTALITY  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 
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The  notification  of  tuberculosis-  disease  is 

satisfactorily  carried  out  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  1941,  28  deaths  were  caused 
by  cancer,  which  is  one  more  than  in  the  two  proceeding 
years.  Notwithstanding  all  the  research  and  improvements 

in  treatment,  this  disease  still  tends  to  increase  in  fatality 
in  contrast  to  the  great  diminution  of  the  tuberculosis 
death  rate.- 

There  have  been  no  special  causes  of  sickness  in 
the  district  during  1941  and  no  change  in  the'  Hospital 
facilities,  Nursing,  Ambulances  and  Laboratory  Services  all  of 
which  have  been  -satisfactory,  so  that  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  I will  not  recapitulate.  The  use  of  the  Smallpox 

Hospital  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  scabies  among  the 
children  evacuated  into  the  district,  has  proved  most  useful 
and  it  seems  a pity  that  those  benefits  can  not  be  extended 
to  children  belonging  to  the  district  who  have  become  infected 
from  their  guests. 

Again,  in  the  beginning  of  my-  fiftieth  year  of 
service,  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their-  consideration  and  support,  and  the  Clerk 
and  the  Inspector  for  their  co-operation  and  help. 


SCOTT  PURVES.  M.D.,  M.B.C.M.Ed., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ALNWICK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  & SURVEYOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER , 1941. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

WATER  SUPPLIES, 

( a ) Cras ter  and  Duns  tan , 

As  in  1939,  and  1940,  it  was  necessary  during  the  summer 
months  to  augment  the  Public  Supply  from  the  Privately  owned  Borehole 
at  Stamford.  - - 

( h ) Bglingham. 

Owing  to  the  seasonal  reduction  in  the  yield  of  the 
Reservoir  Sprihg,  it  was  necessary,  during  the  summer  months,  to  make 
use  of  the  pumping  plant  which  harnesses  the  Overflow  from  the 
Vicarage  Ram  Supply.  Owing  to  the  internal  condition  of  the  existing 
pipes,  the  water  supplied  to  the  public  tends  to  be  discoloured  during 
the  time  the  pumping  plant  is  in  operation.  It  is.  therefore-  essent- 
ial that  the  work  of  relaying  the  existing  mains  should  be  proceeded 
with.  Tenders  have  been  invited  for  this  work,  and  are  at  present 
before  the  ministry  of  Health. 

( c ) Felton  and  District. 

Of  the  three  alternatives  proposals  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Air  Ministry  for  augmenting  the  Swarland  Ghaft 
Supply,  the  scheme  to  take  w ater  from  the  Swarland  Water  Company's 
Private  Borehole  at  Spring  'Wood,  Swarland,  was  accepted.  A new  pipe 
line  and  other  incidental  works  were  constructed  by  an  Air  Ministry 
Contractor  to  details  prepared  by  the  Council's  Staff,  for  conveying 
water  from  the  private  Company's  Borehole  to  the  Council's  Shaft 
Pumping  Station.  The  scheme  was  put  into  operation  in  July,  1940. 

The  Borehole  water  is  treated  for  the  removal  of  iron  at  the  Council's 
Shaft  Pumping  Station  before  being  delivered  into  the  Council's 
Reservoir.  The  Borehole  water  is  extremely  hard,  though  the  result 
of  mixing  the  Borehole  and  the  Shaft  waters  together  is  to  produce 
a water  somewhat  softer  than  the  Borehole  supply,  though  proportionately 
harder  than  the  Shaft  Supply. 

Chlorination  of  Supplies . 

No  material  progress  was  made  during  the  year  regarding 
the  proposals  for  chlorinating  the  larger  Public  Water  Supplies  in 
the  District, 


SEWERAGE. 

There  was  no  feature  during  the  year  which  called  for 
special  comment  in  respect  of ’ the  Council's  Sewerage  Systems.  It 
was  however,  necessary  for  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself  to  place 
on  record  our  objections  to  certain  proposals  of  the  Military 
Authorities  in  respect  of  a scheme  of  Sewerage  Disposal  to  a certain 
Camp  Site  in  the  District. 

SCAVENGING  AND  SALVAGE. 

Scavenging  and  Salvage  Cohtracts  were  let  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  eleven  parishes. 


MILK  SUL PLY. 


Z 


The  number  of  persons  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  at  the  end  of  the  year  was'  101.,  of  which  100  were  cowkeepers. 
There  was  one  addition  to  the  register  during  the  year. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  scheme  for  Central  Slaughtering  of  Animals  is  still  in 
operation. 

HOUSING . 

( a ) Hew  Buildings . 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

( b ) Housing  Act  (Re  Agricultural  Workers) 

The  Council  granted  Two  Temporary  Licences  (conditional 
upon  the  completion  of  certain  essential  works)  in  respect  of  the 
temporary  reqccupation  by  Agricultural  Workers,  as  a war  time 
measure,  of  two  houses  previously  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
one  house  being  subject  to  the  operation  of  a Closing  Order,  the 
other  forming  part  of  an  area  subject  to  the  operation  of  a Clearance 
Order. 

( c ) Housing  Rural  Workers  Acts. 

No  applications  have  been  submitted  during  the  year. 

( d)  WAR  DAMAGE. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I record  the  fact  that  properties  in 
Two  areas  sustained  War  Damage  during  the  year.  Damage  in  the 
first  area  was  due  to  the  explosion  of  a Sea "Mine,  and  in  the 
second  area  to  an  Air  Raid. 


First  Aid  Repairs  to  houses  and  repairs  to  a water  main  and 
sewer  were  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  Firms  of  Local 
Contractors.  Demolition  Work  Debris  Clearance  and  Furniture 
Salvage  was  undertaken  by  the  N.C.C.  and  the  R.D.C.  Highway  Surveyor's 
Staffs . It  gives  me  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
services  rendered  so  willingly  by  the  Contractors  and  their  staffs, 
the  Northumberland  County  Council  and  Rural  District  Council  Highway 
Surveyors  and  their  staffs,  and  the  A.R.P.  personnel. 


(d)  CONCLUSION. 

I again  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
consideration  and  support  during  this  my  seventh  complete  year  of 
office. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
OSWALD  M.  FARRELL. 


Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor 


